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‘Ambedkar played pivotal
role in shaping India’s

democ

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ® Prayagraj

Ratna Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar on his
: 134th birth anniversary by the staff
: and employees of Uttar Pradesh Rajarshi
i Tandon Open University (UPRTOU) dur-
i inga programme organised at the admin-
: istrative building of its Ganga campus on
: Monday. Vice-Chancellor (V-C) Professor
i Satyakam inaugurated the programme by
: garlanding the portrait of Dr Ambedkar.
i  The V-C hailed Dr Ambedkar as a
i visionary nation builder who fostered unity
: and progress. He said Dr Ambedkar
i played a pivotal role in shaping India's
: democratic framework, ensuring represen-

: Floral tribute was paid to Bharat

ratic framework’

tation and equality for all citizens. His tire- :
less efforts aimed at uplifting marginalised
communities, promoting social amalgama- :
tion, and combating caste-based discrim- :
ination.

Dr Ambedkar’s thoughts on linguistic :
states, official languages and federal poli- :
ty remain relevant today, showcasing his :
pragmatic approach to nation building, he :
added. -

During the event, Dr Atul Kumar :
Mishra from the Humanities Faculty shed :
light on the significance of Gandhi and :
Ambedkar’s thoughts, highlighting their :
impact on India’s socio-political landscape. :
The programme concluded with a nation- :
al anthem. :
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U.P. Rajarshi Tandon University Joins
Forces for Global Arts Education

New Delhi:

In a significant step

toward promoting In-
dia's tural heritage
acress borders, the In-
dian  Council for Cul-
tural Relations (ICCR),
non-profit organisation
Routes 2 Roots, and U.P,
Rajarshi Tandon O
University (UPRTOLU)
signed a landmark Tri-
partite Agreement today
at ICCR's headquarters,
Azad Bhawan.

The agreement was
formally signed by
Ms. Archana Sharma,
Program Director at
ICCR; Mr. Rakesh Gup-
ta, Founder of Routes
2 Roots; and Colonel
Vimy Kumar, Registrar
of UPRTOU, The cer-
emony was held in the
presence of Prof. Sat-
yakam, Vice Chancellor
of UPRTOU, along with

other senior jcials
from ICCR and Routes 2
Roots,

This strategic part-
nership marks & major
advancement in India’s
cultural  diplomacy. It
will offer live, interac-
tive online classes in
Indian Performing Arts
to internaticnal  stu-
dents and members of
the Indian diaspora.
The initiative seeks to
bring the vibrancy and
diversity of Indian art
forms to a global audi-
ence, reinforeing India’s
commitment to cultural
exchange through inno-
vation and education.

The online curricu-
lum will include a wide
range of traditional
and contemporary art
forms such as Kathak,

Bharatanatyam,  Odis-
si, Tabla, Harmonium,
llindtisltnnkqi \’ocnkl..‘ Pu :

ing, ngoli,
'l:ida(mubnnl Art, Me-
handi, and Bollywood
Dance. These courses
will now be offered as
part of a year-long diplo-
ma program.

T£e initiative builds on
the success of trinl class-
es conducted by Routes
2 Roots in collaboration
with ICCR in 2024 and
2024. These pilot ses-
sions—covering Kathak,
Bharatanatyam, Odissi,
Puppet Making, Rango-
Ii, and Madhubani Art-—
received an enthusiastic

lobal response, paving

the way for a more struc-
tured and expansive ed-
ucational offering,

Classes will be taught
by master artists re-
nowned in their respec-
tive fields. The courses,
delivered in  English
and subtitled in 125
languages, aim to over-
come language barriers
and ensure accessibility
for learners worldwide,
4\] 8 inli;d : (;mpglmb‘:

atform  deve '
Routes 2 Roots will host
the online sessions, fea-
turing multi-camera set-
ups and real-time inter-

action capabilities. Each
panicignnt's location
will effectively become
a virtual classroom, en-
abling immersive and
participatory  learning
experiences.

As part of the collab-
oration, ICCR will
mote the program glob-
ully through its network
of Indian Missions and
cultural centres. Routes
2 Roots will manage the
technical and logistical
aspects of course deliv-
ery, utilising high-defi-
nition cameras, profes-
gsional audio systems,
und interactive  digital
tools, UPRTOU will be
responsible for evaluat-
ing students and issuing
certificates liointly en-
dorsed by all three or-
ganisations,

S ing at the event,
Archana Sharma high-
lighted the importance
of the initiative, saying,

“This initintive cele-
brates India’s unique
cultural  heritage and

reinforces our commit-
ment to sharing it with
the world.”

Prof. Satyakam, Vice
Chancellor of UPRTOU,
expressed pride in the
university's involve-
ment, noting that it was

a meaningful opportunity
to help s ase India’s
rich artistic traditions
on an international plat-
form. Mr. Rakesh Gup-
ta, Founder of Routes 2
Roots, expressed q,nuitude
for the collaborative spir-
it of ICCR and UPRTOU,
calling the initiative “a re-
markable effort 10 unite
the world culturally.”

The program is expect-
ed to J,eepen cultumm-
gagement, enhance glob-
al appreciation for Indian
arts, and build bridges
of understanding and
harmony across nations
through the universal
language of culture.
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